TUSKEGEE NOTES: 

I. Background:  Tuskegee, Macon County, Alabama 1929-1972 (Study)
a. United States Public Health Service (PHS) with funding from Rosenwald Fund, Rockefeller Foundation and others, conducts the study of a venereal disease (syphilis) in the South and rural areas within the black community.  

b. The study was successful. However, due to the stock market crash (1929) the main contributor for the treatments, the Rosenwald Fund, withdrew funding. The Study was thought to be over, PHS wrote the final report.
c. Clark and Vondelehr decided to follow the effect of syphilis in the men to prove there was a need for treatment program. (CDC, 1931 syphilis timeline) 
d. Moton, president of Tuskegee, agrees to the project as long as Tuskegee received their credit in the program. (CDC, 1931 syphilis timeline)

e. Now, the patients were told during the “brief” study period they were receiving treatments. The study of the effects of syphilis was to end in about 6 to 8 months. However, the doctors saw a golden “opportunity” by deceiving their patients with syphilis to see what effects syphilis does to the body.

f. Study consist of 
i. black males 25 years and older, 
ii. Laborer, farmers, and sharecroppers. 
iii. Basically, the PHS was offering free health care and most of the patients thought it were a G-d send because decent health care and doctors were hard to come by in the rural South.

g. They leading doctors decides not to treated the patients but follow them until death. On the days of the evaluations, the patients received free meals, free rides and burial insurance upon death. The funding for the “burial insurance” was from the Milbank Memorial Fund base out of New York. The burial insurance was just for securing the family consent for autopsy.
h. There was treatment available for the patient at that time known as 606. 
i. This argument that is often stated on bioethics is that the treatment was just a dangerous as the cure. 
ii. However, some of the men did receive some treatment. As stated in the Ad Hoc Committee meeting of 1969. 
iii. Also, as stated by Nurse Rivers in the article she co-written in the Public Health Reports, she was very good at keeping the men in the Study.  She also kept them from receiving any treatment dealing with their syphilis.  
iv.  The medical system in Alabama was against this group of men. Anyone could receive treatment, except them.
v.  Mr. Herman Shaw gave a statement concerning unable to receive any type to treatment. (Mr. Shaw was in the control group.) 
vi. This is also stated by one of the four witnesses from an interview in 1972.
vii. The PHS became aware of penicillin in 1943 by 1947 they knew that it could cured this disease but they refused to treat these men. 

viii. Now in a report by Dr. White states that when they could find the families they treated the women and children when they could be found.  (page 575, Table 5) Dr. White is also a government doctor.
ix. The doctors reported numbers on the patients do not match at all. 
1. Vondelehr, et al., in a early report states 399 syphilitic and 201 controls; 
2. Shafer, et al., states 408 syphilitics and 192 controls; 

3. Rivers, et al., states 400 syphilitics and 200 controls.  
4. Brown, 1969 Ad Hoc Committee, went through the records found at the CDC:

a. 411 syphilitic and 200 Controls 

b. Additional 14 syphilitic added in 1938-39

c. 18 controls became syphilitic transferred to the syphilitic group
d. Ending total being 443 syphilitic 192 controls (625 patients not 600.)
5. However, the total of patient’s lists on the National Archive list is over 625 patients. I wonder if there were more.
6. During the early phase of the study, when they were funded by the Rosenwald fund, they tested 8000 men. 4000 tested positive for syphilis. 

i. The Study was not a secret in the medical community. There are several reports of the study in the medical journals. Albeit, some are harder to come by than others.

j. Black doctors and nurses besides Dr. Dibble and Nurse Rivers were active in the study also.  Some of the spinal taps were by done by 127 black student doctors.

II. Background: Doctors and the Nurse

a. Dr. Taliaferro Clark: (PHS)
b. Dr. Oliver Wenger: (PHS)
c. Dr. Eugene Dibble, Jr.: (Tuskegee)
d. Dr. Raymond A. Vondelehr: (PHS)
e. Dr. Paxton Belcher-Timme:  (PHS)
f. Dr. John Heller: (PHS)
g. Dr. Robert Moton: (president – Tuskegee)
h. D. G. Gill:
i. Joseph Earle Moore:
j. Irwin J. Schatz: Wrote a letter objecting to the study. 1965
k. Murray Smith:
l. J.N. Baker: Al State Health Officers allowed the study with the condition the patients were given treatment and it included local doctors.
m. Charles Johnson: Sociologist
	Tuskegee Study (1929) 1932-1972

	Surgeon Generals During This Period

	Name
	From
	To

	H.S. Cummings
	1920
	1936

	Thomas Parran, Jr
	1936
	1948

	Leonard A. Schelle
	1948
	1956

	Leroy E. Burney
	1956
	1961

	Luther L. Terry
	1961
	1965

	William H. Stewart
	1965
	1969

	Jesse L. Steinfeld
	1969
	1973

	Tuskegee Study (1929) 1932-1972

	Presidents During This Period

	Name
	From
	To

	Hebert Hoover
	1929
	1933

	Franklin D. Roosevelt
	1933
	1945

	Harry S. Truman
	1945
	1953

	Dwight D. Eisenhower
	1953
	1961

	John F. Kennedy
	1961
	1963

	Lyndon B. Johnson
	1963
	1969

	Richard Nixon
	1969
	1974


III. Questions Unanswered
a. Did the "Study" really stop? I'm having serious doubts. The only thing I can figure about the misinformation surrounding this study is that there must have been separate records within the study. Possible a Study within the Study or two separate books that hasn’t come to light.

b. Why the doctors reported different numbers in their articles than what is reported on files at CDC headquarters? Were there really no protocol, no standard? Maybe, maybe not 
c. Now, no where in their reports they mention the reasons for the different totals. At least, not the ones I’ve read. Also, the seasons could explain the numbers being way off.  No, their numbers are weird.  

d. Did they try to trace the source of the syphilis in those men? I don’t remember reading anything saying they did.
e. During the study, how many doctors, nurses, and support staff became infected with the disease? Remember these men were supposedly noninfectious. Look at the photos of the nurse and doctors taking the people blood. Do you see any gloves?

f. Now, Dr. Brown went through the files at the CDC. Were there other files at Tuskegee? The doctors had offices and had to store the files somewhere on-site. If so, where are they located? In the archives at Tuskegee Bioethics center and at the national archives. 

g. How many files were duplicates and how many were dumped because they couldn’t find a patient? 
h. Again, I question the true total of those involved in the study.

